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The second volume embraces the consideration of the several operations 
which are performed on the head and face, eyes, mouth, and cars. All these 
subjects are treated with ability, and while the author advances his own 
opinions, he treats those of others with becoming candour and liberalitv. In 
llie third, fourth, and fifth volumes, the operations which are performed on the 
neck, trunk, and extremities are considered, and throughout, the same clear¬ 
ness, the same methodical description and liberality towards the sentiments of 
others are evinced. Our limits will not admit of our selecting any particular 
portion of our author’s labours, in cxemplication of his manner, but we have no 
hesitation in affirming, that as a treatise on operative surgery, the work of Pro¬ 
fessor it a n g is one of the most complete which has fallen under our observa¬ 
tion. The work of Schreger on that subject, though possessing much value, 
cannot be considered as any thing more than a mere synopsis. The more ela¬ 
borate treatise of Bierkouskic, though not liable to the same objection, is 
nevertheless defective in many important details. Its merits, too, arc much in¬ 
debted to the work under notice, as many of the operative proceedings arc 
taken from it. The work of Sabatier is antiquated, although many valuable 
additions have been made to it by Roche and Sanson. The English language 
contains no good work on the subject. We have, therefore, no hesitation in 
declaring it as our deliberate opinion, that at the present time, the treatise of 
Professor Zang is decidedly the best in any language, upon the subjects of 
which it treats. A work of the kind is a desideratum in the English language, 
and we think, that any one, who would undertake the task, might, by uniting 
the mathematical precision of Lisfranc, with the clear and systematic details 
of the German surgeons, produce a work on operative surgery, which would 
entitle him to the lasting gratitude of all cultivators of surgical science. 

E. G. 


XXI. Instructions and Obsen'ations concerning the use of the Chlorides of Soda and 
Lime. By A. G. Labaubaui'e, Member of the Royal Academy of Medicine of 
Paris. Translated by Jacob I’obter, Member of the American Antiquarian 
and Geological Societies, Etc. Esc. New Haven, 1829, pp. 22, 8vo. 

Method of using the Chloride of Soda, either for Dressing Ill-conditimcd Sores, or 
as a mams of Purifying Unhealthy Places, and of Disinfecting Animal Sub¬ 
stances. By A. G. Lababbauce, Etc. Etc. Translated by Jacob Pobteb, Etc. 
Etc. New Haven, 1830, pp. 7. 

The credit of demonstrating, by a great number of experiments, the extra¬ 
ordinary disinfecting powers of the chloride of lime, is due to M. Lababbauue, 
a distinguished Pharmaceutist of Paris, and it is to the facts developed by his 
experiments that we are also indebted for the application of the article to the 
cure of sc vcral diseased conditions of the body. 

In the memoir at the head of this notice, the method of employing the chlo¬ 
rides for the purpose of destroying offensive and infectious odours is minutelv 
detailed, and the most striking evidence of the power of those preparations 
adduced. Bodies exhumed for medico-legal investigations, in an insupportably 
offensive condition, have been rendered so free from odour thatan examination 
could be made with perfect safety and convenience. 
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Instead, however, of copying the instructions given in the memoir alluded 
to, we sliall give an extract from a report presented to the Council of Health 
in Paris, on the removal of the dead bodies that had been deposited in the 
vaults of St. Eustache after “the three days,” by M. Labarraquc, as it will not 
only exhibit the proper mode of procedure in similar cases, but afford evidence 
of the efficacy of the means resorted to on that occasion. 

In the church of St. Eustache, forty-three bodies were interred after “ the 
three days” in July last, and they produced so offensive an odour, that they 
could not be suffered to remain without detriment to the health of the neigh¬ 
bourhood. The council of health, therefore, determined to have them re¬ 
moved, and entrusted the execution of the task to M. Labarraquc. In the re¬ 
port of this gentleman to the council, he says— 

“ A horrible smell filled the church, and a neighbouring house, into which il 
penetrated through a vent hole in a chimney funnel. Measures had been pro¬ 
posed to remedy this accident, but by some mismanagement in the proprietor 
of the house, the tiling was made worse than it was before. It was intended 
by the Committee of the Council to establish, by means of a tube connected 
with the stack of chimneys, a rapid current 5f air, which would have most ma¬ 
terially facilitated the removal of the corpses; but this failing, recourse was had 
to the expedient of opening two entrances, by which to descend into the vaults. 
But what with the anticipated difficulty of procuring an effective body of work¬ 
men, and the other necessaries for the accomplishment of the design, besides 
the apprehension of not being able to finish it in a single night, so as to leave 
the church at liberty for the celebration of service on the great festival, it was 
determined to postpone the operation until the 16th of August, at ten at night: 
and till then nothing more was to be done, except the neutralizing of the pu¬ 
trid odour which was diffusing itself in the church through the floor of one of 
the chapels: here some chlorurct was deposited, and with complete success. 

“ When the appointed evening came, about half past eight, we placed, on 
either side of each intended opening, a trough of the capacity of about 
forty gallons, and a similar one at the great door of the church. Into one of the 
largest troughs, we threw about fourteen pounds of chloruret of lime, and 
upon it poured as much water as the vessel would contain. After suffering it 
to stand for half an hour, we decanted the liquor into the second large trough. 
More water was then poured upon the residue of the chloruret until it was ex¬ 
hausted, and finally a farther quantity of fourteen pounds more, with additional 
water, was poured in, until all the troughs were filled with the chloruretted fluid. 
Meantime, all the doors and windows of the church being thrown wide open, 
the operatives fell to work in effecting the new entrances into the vaults, and 
the moment the matlock penetrated the cavity, a copious affusion of the chlo¬ 
ruret was made, and with such effect that the workmen did not perceive the 
least disagreeable odour. The size of the openings when finished was about 
six feet by two, and through them a plentiful shower of fluid was discharged 
into the vaults. By this time M. Parton had arrived with suitable vehicles, two 
casks for containing chloruret, and twenty stout labourers, sewer-cleaners by 
trade. The work was now vigorously begun. Three men, one of them from 
the morgue, and all accustomed to the kind of work they were going to do, 
equipped themselves with a protecting cover, ("cn lrridagc,J and went down 
into the vaults with lighted lamps in their hands. Two buckets of chloruret 
had been previously let down, and the men scattered the disinfecting liquor 
copiously over the walls and floor of the vault. The bridagt interfered mate¬ 
rially with the progress of their operations, and MM. Parent du Chatelat and 
M. Labarraque descended as well for the purpose of viewing the bodies and the 
state of the place, as to ascertain whether the workmen could safely strip off 
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their outer covering-, and pursue their labours divested of that cause of embar- 
rnssment. 

“ Tiie "Milts of St. Eustachc are of great extent; they are in the form of a 
cross, the longer limb of which measures upwards of 65 feet by 24, and the 
roof is 16 feet high. The transverse part of the cross is much more narrow, 
the height of the roof, however is the same. In one of these parts lay twelve 
bodies, most of them of large size. .lust beneath one of the openings was a 
heap of earth reaching nearly to the roof, and which obliged whoever went 
down to creep on all fours: it happened, too, that under a portion of this heap, 
three more bodies were placed, that gave great trouble in their removal. The 
remainder of the corpses were ranged side by side through the vaults, simply 
covered with a slight stratum of powdered lime, which retarded their disorgani¬ 
zation a little. A bed of lime thickly spread over the floor must necessarilv 
have absorbed the carbonic acid, whence the reporter concludes that carbonic 
acid, at least in this instance, has not been the cause of the rapid disinfection of 
the air of the vaults, and that an exact theoiy of the phenomenon still remains 
to be discovered. 

“ A number of thick, compact, and spongy pieces of linen cloth were pre¬ 
pared; they measured each of them two metres every way; they were steeped 
in the trough of chloruretted liquid, and after being slightly wrung our, were 
conveyed down into the vault. There the workmen used them one by one; 
each piece of cloth was laid alongside a corpse, and then the latter was drawn 
over upon it by means of a drag. Once on the cloth, the body by rolling 
was easily "nipt up in it. The envelope was then tied at head and foot with 
packtliread, besides with a stout cord which went round the body in three 
places; after which four of the men took it up and laid it beside the opening, 
where it was sprinkled with the fluid; and then five more men conveyed it 
to the carriage. On its passage to, and deposition in the vehicle, it was again 
bedewed with chlcruret. During the whole of these operations the labourers, 
who relieved one another alternately, took care from time to time to bathe 
their hands in the disinfecting fluid, and to make such repeated sprinklings 
about the opening of the vault, that the atmosphere in that quarter was fully 
charged with the chloruretted vapours. The removal of the forty-three bodies 
was begun about a quarter past ten, and brought to a conclusion, without anv 
accident, at hall past one; and should have been finished sooner, but for the 
difficulty of getting at the three last corpses. About half the fluid was still re- 
roaming, and was poured out on the floor of the vaults, in order to remove the 
troughs the more readily. 

“Ilut the deputies of the Council of Health did not deem their task yet com¬ 
pleted; one of them proceeded to the cemetery Montmartre, along with M. liar- 
ton, and all the labourers who were employed in the work we have just 
detailed. The bodies were conveyed in seven carriages; an eighth carried 
the utensils, and was followed by two hogsheads of fluid, and a cart full of 
quicklime. The procession set out at two in the morning, and was conducted 
with all that respectful attention which is so sacred to the mourning soul. 

“ A common grave, of eleven metres in length by about four and a half in 
breadth, and two in depth, had been laid out for them by order of the prefect 
of the Seine. In this the corpses were deposited, after having been once more 
well sprinkled with chloruretted liquor, which we prepared on the spot by the 
admixture of a pound of clilonirct to six buckets of water. The men who laid 
the bodies in the grave were provided with this liquor, and those who were oc¬ 
cupied in unloading the carriages also made much use of it. In fine, the vie- 
hroj, after having been decently settled, were covered with quicklime and then 
with earth.” 

The disinfection was rapid and complete, and the removal unattended with 
danger. 

As a disinfecting agent the chlorides of lime and soda arc indeed invaluable, 
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but their utility is not restricted to such purpose. It has been successfully 
used in a gangrenous affection of the jaw, by Dr. Rey—in venereal ulcers by 
Dr. Goosse—in certain ulcers by M. Cullerier—in scald head by Dr. Roche—by 
M. Lisfranc in burns and common ulcers—by M. Bouley, fils, in gangrenous tu¬ 
mours—by Dr. Homer in a case of ozena—and by Messrs. Graves and Stokes in 
a case of pectoral disease with great fetor of breath and expectoration. It has 
been used also with great advantage by M. Biett in certain herpetic affections—by 
M. Jules Cloquet in gangrenous ulcers—by Professor Marjolin and Dr. Scgalas in 
gangrenous affections—by MM. Sanson and Lagncau in ulcerations of the mouth 
and caries of the bone—by Dr. Cautourelle in two cases of malignant sore 
throat; and we have no doubt that it may be usefully employed in the gan¬ 
grenous sore mouth of children. We have employed it ourselves with advan¬ 
tage as a collyrium in pumlent ophthalmia,and as an injection in gonorrhoea; and 
little doubt can be entertained that it may be beneficially resorted to in many 
other complaints. The powers of the remedy have, however, as yet not been 
fullv investigated, nor its precise value determined in those diseases to the cure 
of which it has thus far been applied. 

It is not our object at present to enter into minute details, but rather to 
attract the attention of the profession to the substance, that its powers may be 
more satisfactorily ascertained: we will only add that it is usually employed in 
solution of various degrees of strength, and will refer the reader for further de¬ 
tails of its medical application, to the Periscope of our previous numbers, in 
which we have been careful to record, as they have been published, the results 
of the experiments that have been made with it. 


XXII. Nuovi Elemcnii di Anatomia, ad uso delle Snwle di Floiiiaxo Caldaxi. 

Tom. primo e secundo, pp. 806. Bologna, 1827. 

Elements of Anatomy , for the use of students. By Floriaxo Caldaxi, 2vols. 

Bologna, 1827. 

The work which we have here announced, is merely a translation of the 
Latin edition of the Institutiones Anatomicx of Leopold CaJdani, the uncle of 
the present editor, which was published several years ago. The arrangement 
has, however, been considerably altered, and numerous additions have been 
made to bring it up with the present state of anatomical science. With regard 
to the execution of the work, it is needless we should say much. The descrip¬ 
tions are in general sufficiently clear, but in many parts we think the author 
has left his subject very far in the rear of the present improved state of anato¬ 
mical knowledge. In some respects, however, it must be confessed, that Pro¬ 
fessor Caldani has executed his task in a creditable manner, and as an elemen¬ 
tary treatise for students, for whose use it was expressly composed, it will 
doubtless be found useful. In conclusion, we should state, that the present 
work is by the author of the splendid collection of anatomical plates, published 
under the title, leones Anatomicx, quotquot sunt celebrioses, ex optitnis 
neotericorum operibus summa diligentia depromptx et collectx, Venctii?. 
1801-14, in fol. E. G. 



